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dMNwglÁ!
shKmn_ExµrGaemrIkaMgåkugLèEvlcab’ep‘ImTTYlBak´suMBI¨bCaBlrd½EdlminTan’cUl sJØati

ehIyman eKalbMNg sn§M¨Vk’ TijpæHsn§M¨Vk’ TijpæHsn§M¨Vk’ TijpæHsn§M¨Vk’ TijpæHsn§M¨Vk’ TijpæH, ebIkhagCMnYjebIkhagCMnYjebIkhagCMnYjebIkhagCMnYjebIkhagCMnYj, TijrfynTijrfynTijrfynTijrfynTijrfyn‘, TijkuMB´èT&rTijkuMB´èT&rTijkuMB´èT&rTijkuMB´èT&rTijkuMB´èT&r nig bn‘karsik§aCan’bn‘karsik§aCan’bn‘karsik§aCan’bn‘karsik§aCan’bn‘karsik§aCan’
xõs’eTAeTotxõs’eTAeTotxõs’eTAeTotxõs’eTAeTotxõs’eTAeTot Ca ¨Vk’CMnYy¨Vk’CMnYy¨Vk’CMnYy¨Vk’CMnYy¨Vk’CMnYy Edlmandl’eTA 2Ban’dulÂa2Ban’dulÂa2Ban’dulÂa2Ban’dulÂa2Ban’dulÂa s¨mab’xÂçnmYys¨mab’xÂçnmYys¨mab’xÂçnmYys¨mab’xÂçnmYys¨mab’xÂçnmYynig4Ban’dulÂas¨mab’4Ban’dulÂas¨mab’4Ban’dulÂas¨mab’4Ban’dulÂas¨mab’4Ban’dulÂas¨mab’
mYy¨KYsarmYy¨KYsarmYy¨KYsarmYy¨KYsarmYy¨KYsar.

enHCa ¨Vk’CMnYy¨Vk’CMnYy¨Vk’CMnYy¨Vk’CMnYy¨Vk’CMnYy EdlelakG~kTTYl edaymincaMVc’sgvijedaymincaMVc’sgvijedaymincaMVc’sgvijedaymincaMVc’sgvijedaymincaMVc’sgvij. karp‘l’¨Vk’CMnYyenHKWrYmCamYy
nwgkarsn§M¨Vk’EdlelakG~keFIÃeLIg erogral’Ex. ÓTahrN_elakG~ksn§M mYyEx100dulÂa eyIgnwg
dak’¨Vk’ 100dulÂa CUnelakG~kEdrehIy¨Vk’en e¨bI¨Vs’eTA tameKalbMNgEdlelakG~k b”geFIÃ¨Vk’en e¨bI¨Vs’eTA tameKalbMNgEdlelakG~k b”geFIÃ¨Vk’en e¨bI¨Vs’eTA tameKalbMNgEdlelakG~k b”geFIÃ¨Vk’en e¨bI¨Vs’eTA tameKalbMNgEdlelakG~k b”geFIÃ¨Vk’en e¨bI¨Vs’eTA tameKalbMNgEdlelakG~k b”geFIÃ
manTijpæH ebIkhagCMnYj Tijrfyn‘ TijkuMB´èT&r nigbn‘karsik§aCan’xõs’ .

elakG~kcg’TTYl¨Vk’CMnYysUmGeJØIjmkkan’ elak fac’ bßunerOnfac’ bßunerOnfac’ bßunerOnfac’ bßunerOnfac’ bßunerOn enA kariyal&y:
shKmn_ExµrGaemrIkaMgåkugLèEvl Gasyd½anelx:60 Middlesex St., Lowell, MA

WE DOUBLE YOUR SAVINGS, FREE!!!

Individual Development Accounts

Provide money to match your savings up to $2,000 for an individual and $4,000 for a
household to use for purchasing a new home, start a business, purchase a computer to
be used to support post-high school education, purchase a car to maintain employment.
Interested refugees should contact Dr. Boone Thach at Cambodian American League
of Lowell. (978) 454-3707(978) 454-3707(978) 454-3707(978) 454-3707(978) 454-3707

GRtatMé leRbg\n§ n³ tasßanIy_ 
1lIRt¼ erol sUKImiuc kal;tic etla Esl tUtal; 
saMgs‘ubEBr 2500¹  2600¹  2500¹  2600¹  2600¹  

saMgFmµ ta 2400¹  2500¹  2400¹  2500¹  2500¹  
eRbgm:as‘Ut 1750¹  1850¹  1750¹  1850¹  1850¹  

GRtatMé leRKOg]bePaK-briePaK 
1KILÚ ¼ erol pSaredImK pSarGUrb£ sSI pSarFMfµ I 
sac;eKaelx1 10>000¹  10>000¹  10>000¹  
sac;RCUkelx1 10>000¹  10>000¹  10>000¹  

Ggá rxSayelx1 1>400¹  1>400¹  1>500¹  
Ggá rxSayelx2 900¹  1>000¹  800¹  

Ggá rdMeNIb 1>400¹  1>400¹  1>400¹  
GRtabþÚ rrUbiyb½ NÑ breTs 

l>r rUbiyb½ NÑ GnþrCati TijcUl lk;ecj 
rUbiyb½ NÑ RbeTsGasIu 

01 R)ak;erol 
 

1USD 
 

3950 
 

3954 

02 )at é fLg; 
 

1USD 
 

42,70 
 

42,75 

03 dug evotNam 
 

1USD 
 

15500 
 

15520 

04 ey:n Cb:un 
 

10.000 
JPY 

 

83 
 

84 

05 dulø ar swgðbUrI 
 

100 SGD 
 

56,5 
 

57 

06 dulø ar hugkug 
 

100HKD 
 

12,80 
 

12,82 

07 rwghÁ Iú t ma:eLsIu 
 

100 MYR 
 

26,15 
 

26,25 

08 dulø ar é tva:n; 
 

100 TWD 
 

2,83 
 

2,88 
rUbiyb½ NÑ RbeTs GWr:ub 

09 yUr:U GWr:ub 
 

100 EUR 
 

105,5 
 

106,5 

10 epan Gg;eKø s 
 

100 GBP 
 

156 
 

157 

11 dulø ar kaNada 
 

100 CAD 
 

67 
 

68 

12 dulø ar GURsþalI 
 

100 AUD 
 

58,5 
 

59 

13 RhVg; sIVú s 
 

100 GHF 
 

71,5 
 

72 

14 m:akGalø Wm:g; 
 

100 DEM 
 

42 
 

42,5 
hageqg-masKILÚ  

15 masKILÚ  
 

10 CHI 
 

413 
 

415 

By Mark Friedman

“Traffic to our store
doubled after we sold the
$1 million lottery ticket,”
said Botra Srey, owner of
Al’s Variety Store in Lowell.
For his part in selling the
ticket, Botra will collect
$10,000 from the lottery.
Botra and his brother
Rommanea (who manages
the store), are graduates of
the Cambodian American
League’s Microenterprise
Training Program.

BBN:   Botra and
Rommanea, what will you
do with the $10,000?
“We’d like to enlarge the
store, buy more inventory,
install an awning over the
front, and become a whole-
saler of Yu-Gi-Oh cards.
We have the lowest prices
in Lowell for Yu-Gi-Oh!”
Each Sunday at noon,
Rommanea oversees about
30 young kids playing Yu-
Gi-Oh (an offshoot of
Pokemon cards) in the
store.

Botra and Rommanea Srey, former students of the Cambodian American
League of Lowell’s Microenterprise training program who own Al’s
variety that sold the $1 million winning lottery scratch ticket last month.

Botra and Rommanea Sreng, former stu-
dents of the Cambodian American League
of Lowell’s Microenterprise training pro-
gram who own Al’s variety that sold the
$1 million winning lottery scratch ticket
last month.

BBN: Botra, what’s
your biggest business
challenge so far? “Parking
and space.  If we had more
space we could add frozen
foods like Store 24 and
Cumberland Farms.”

BBN: Rommanea,
what are your plans when
you graduate from Lowell
High?
“I’d like to go to UMass
Lowell and study business.”
Older brother Botra has
already studied 3 years of
economics at Phnom Penh’s
Faculty of Law and Science.

BBN:  Botra,
what’s it like owning a
family business? “It’s easy
to manage because my
family is available to run it ½
days when I’m out doing real
estate.”

BBN:  Botra, what
advice do you have for
new business owners?
“Make sure you do your
market research including
competition and location.
You want to be located in
population dense areas such

as near apartment com-
plexes or schools.”

BBN:  Botra, did
your economics education or
Microenterprise Training
help you the most in this
business? Botra: “The
Microenterprise Training was
most helpful.  It was really
perfect.  The lessons on the
importance of customer
service were great!”
Rommanea: “The advertis-
ing, accounting, marketing,
and research training was
really helpful!”

Al’s Variety, 195
West 6th Street, Lowell.
Open 7 days 8:30AM-8PM.
(978) 453-5533.
Botra:
Botra2001@yahoo.com
Rommanea:
Nio_Srunn@yahoo.com

*****
Contact Dr. “Boone” Thach
(978) 454-3707
Boone@CambodianAmerican.com
for more info regarding the
mircroenterprise training
program.  The next
Microenterprise Training
class begins Saturday 5/17.

(Mark Friedman consults
in intercultural marketing.
Mark@Third-Culture.com
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rm´na e¨sg GtItsis§«nkmµviFI
hÃwkhÃWnxagkarebIkhagCMnYj «n
shKmn_ ExµrGaemrIkaMgna¨kug
LèEvlCamÍas’haglk’cab’hYyeQµaH
Gal’evIrayGuIFuIEdllk’eq~atekas
¨tUv1landulÂakalBIExknÂgmk

sMNUr:etIbu¨tanigrm´namanKMerag
nwgyk¨Vk’mYymuWneTAeFIÃGIÃ?
\eyIgnwgB¨gIkhag[VnFM Tij
rbs’s‘¬kTuk[Vne¨cIn dak’pÂak
hagFMbn‘ic nigebIklk’kat yU
hðIGU s¨mab’kUnekµgelg Edl
kMBugeBjniym|.erogral’resol
«f©GaTit´rm´nacat’EcgemIlkarxus

¨tUvelIekµgCag30nak’Edlmk
elgkat yUhðIGU enAk~¬ghag.

sMNUr: etIvibt‘GIÃEdlFMbMput
s¨mab’bu¨taägk~¬gkarebIkhag?
\kEnÂgctLannigTMhß÷hageyIg.
ebIeyIgmankEnÂglk’FMbn‘iceyIg
¨bEhlCadak’TUTwkkk s¨mab’
dak’rbs’rbr lk’dUchag xaMebI
Lin Éhag24em”ag|.

sMNUr: etIrm´na manKMerageFIÃ
GIÃEdreBleroncg’haysðèl?
\xÆ¬Mnwgbn‘karsik§aeTAsaklviT´a
l&yyUm”as’ehIyeronxagmuxviCØa
CMnYj|. äbg¨busrm´na-bu¨ta
VneronGs’3q~aMenA¨beTsExµrBI
esd½kicÍenAsaklviT´al&ycºab’
nigviT´asa¨s‘.

sMNUr: etIcat’EcghagCMnYj
sMrab’¨KYsarenH vay”agNaEdr
sMrab’bu¨ta äg?
\vaCakargay¨sYlm”´agEdre¨BaH
xÆ¬MmanbgbíènEdlCYycat’EcgBak’
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sMNUr: etIbu¨taägman{vaTGIÃ
Eckdl’G~kebIkhagCMnYjfµI@Edr?
\¨tUvdwg[cºas’BImuxrbrEdl
eyIgcg’cab’ep‘Im[dwgfaman G~k
NaxÂHEdleKrksuIdUceyIgEdr.
eyIg¨tUvebIkhag rksuICitkEnÂg
¨bCMuCnmanmnus§e¨cIn dUcCapæH
CYlÉsalaeron|.
sMNUr: bu¨taetIkareronsU¨txag
esd½kicÍnighÃwkhÃWnxagebIkhag
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enA«f©esAr_TI15mInaknÂgmkenH nisi§tcMnYn4nak’eTot Vneroncb’BIkmµviFIhÃwkhÃWnxagkarebIkhagCMnYj
erobcMeLIgedayshKmn_ExµrGaemrIkaMg na¨kugLèEvl. sm&yEcksJïab&¨tenHeFIÃeLIgenAkariyal&y
shKmn_ExµrGaemrIkaMg cUlrYmedayelakbNëit fac’ bunerOn nayk kmµviFIhÃwkhÃWnxagkarebIkhag
CMnYj (rUbxageqÃg) elak m”ak ¨hÃIEm”n Casa¨s‘acar´ bgúat’kmµviFIenH (rUbkN‘al) nigelak Ey”mrd½a
GKðnayk (rUbxags‘aM) «nshKmn_ExµrGaemrIkaMg¨kugLèEvl.

karEcksJïab&¨t[dl’’sis§eroncb’BIkmµviFI hÃwkhÃWnxagkarebIkhagCMnYj

FUTURE ENTREPRENEURS

Last Saturday, March 15, four students graduated from the Cambodian American
League of Lowell’s Microenterprise Training program. The ceremony took place at
the Cambodian American League of Lowell located at 60 Middlesex Street, Lowell,
Ma. On hand to congratulate the new and proud graduates were: Dr. Bunroeun
“Boone” Thach, (far left), director of the microenterprise training/IDA program;
Mark Friedman, (center), instructor, and Ratha Paul Yem, (far right), executive
director of the Cambodian American League of Lowell, Inc. (Photos by Margo Mam-
Thach)

tsUßKg’nwgVnsMerc
kmµviFIhÃ wkhÃWnxagkarebIkhag
CMnYjeBlenH KYr[mankarcab’
GarmµN_eday elak V”¨Tik yYn
rs’enA¨kug¨bUvIdg§_ VnebIkLan
mkeronenATI¨kugLèEvl erogral’
«f©esAr_Gs’ry:eBlcMnYn7esAr_.
elak maneKalbMNgcg’ebIk
karrksuIxagGuinF&rNuitEdlCYy
Tak’TgrkKUr¨skrs¨mab’¨bCa
Blrd½rs’ enACit@¨kugelak.

Patrick Youn

Patrick Youn who lives in
Providence, Rhode Islands,
drives every Saturday morning
for the last weeks to attend the
Microenterprise Training in
Lowell, Massachusetts.
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